Open a Window into Time

In the early 1990s, Arrow Lakes valley resident Charlie Maxfield noticed that the operation of the reservoir behind Hugh Keenleyside dam had stirred up memories of an indigenous landscape, all-but-forgotten by the Columbia River Treaty.  During early spring ‘low water’ periods, when B.C. Hydro empties the reservoir in preparation for the snowmelt surge, Charlie spends endless hours walking the shoreline, collecting exposed stone artifacts off the reservoir surface.

The upper Columbia region has been under-served by archaeological investigation. Carbon-dating confirm the presence of a settled human culture dating back over 5,000 years.  A unique burial position (flexed, facing east) associates archaeological findings in the upper Columbia River valleys from Kootenay Lake west to Christina with the Sinixt (Arrow Lakes Indians).

Under B.C. heritage conservation law, active digging in search of artifacts is illegal, unless undertaken by a licensed archaeologist with permission from the associated indigenous tribe.   

Surface collecting by individuals is different, but not entirely free from controversy.  Private collections can help us open a fascinating window into time.  Charlie remembers where he found each one of his artifacts, helping us attach them to their place.  

1

“I found almost all my net weights at the old town site of East Arrow Park, near the mouth of Mosquito Creek.  Must have been a major fishery there.   At low water, you can still see the gravel fan with a narrow channel cutting through.  Ideal for drift nets.”

2

“I have found close to one hundred pestles in good shape and a hundred more broken parts.  Only seen six mortars.  I found this one when the reservoir was halfway between low and high water.  The bowl was face up on the silt.”

3

“This schist paddle maul fell out of an exposed bank upstream of Fern Creek, near the former Oatscott Indian Reservation.” 

4

“This pestle is one of the first big pieces I found, back in the late nineties.  Just around the corner from where I live.” [Demars]

5

“Found this pestle at the old Kandal farm, near the high water mark.”

6

“This pestle was found near the Leland Hotel by someone in family that came to Nakusp in the 1890s.   Someone painted it green and used it as a door-stop for many years.  Lots of the old settlers around here had door-stop pestles.”

7

“This piece was about 40 feet above the reservoir on a rock bluff near Comaplix, (the upper mouth of Fish [Incomappleux] River).  Water was coming up that day.  I could see the hammer shape.  I had to climb up a-ways to access the rock ledge where it sat.”

8

“Found this hammer stone at Bayview, near the mouth of Dog Creek.”

9

“This one is very old.  It’s called a ‘nipple-topped’ pestle.  Found it at the bottom end of the wing dam near Burton, at Cottonwood Point.  It was just sitting in the water, barely covered.”

10

“You can see here how they found some stones that were already useful in their natural shape, and they just pounded with them or ground them against another stone and they got more of the shape of a tool. This one was from Graham’s Landing.  I have several tools made from this beautiful blue-ish stone.”

11 Granite cobble hammer-stone

12

“Found this pestle about ½-mile north of Oatscott.  There was an old fire-ring in the reservoir silt.  On a bench – a flat spot.  Went up and found this lying there.  Right beside an old fire ring.”

13

“Found this paddle maul straight across from my house.  On the high part of the shore at West Demars.  Sitting in a bare patch of snow.  It jumped out at me.”

14

“Found hide scrapers all over the place in the old Narrows:  Carroll’s Landing, West Demars, East Arrow Park, Makinson’s Farm.”

15

“These are very beautiful little turtle-back scrapers from Burton and Arrow Park.”

16

“These drills are from several places: Burton, the north side of Caribou Creek, the south side of Caribou Creek, Bellevue.

17

“I was south of Burton.  Drove my truck out onto the reservoir.  This little black arrow point popped up in my tire track. Driving on the silt had loosened it.”

18

“Beautiful one near Arrow Park. May have been ceremonial or decorative.”

