Iconostasis

An iconostasis in an Eastern Christian wall of icons and religious paintings that separate the nave of a church from the sanctuary. In Andrews Grace's Iconostasis, icons point to both the earth and sky; the earthworm – a creature with five hearts - is elevated to sainthood to honour its role in ensuring the continued fertility of the earth. 

Shrouds, Clouds, Worms, Crosses

In her installation Shrouds, Clouds, Worms Crosses, Andrews Grace posits death as a natural part of the life cycle, a welcoming embrace and a return to the earth. She draws these elements together with shrouds made of pineapple-based fabric - the fruit a symbol of hospitality. The cast bodies are those of the artist and her husband, and the shrouds are intended to be used by them for their eventual trip to the crematorium. However, the shrouds in this context do not represent them as individuals. Rather, the ghostly faces act as stand-ins for the idea of death, their blurry features seem to dissolve into the space around them. 

Andrews Grace states “We humans have things upside down. When we think of the sacred we look up”. By placing worms in the clouds and tiny crosses below, she imaginatively expresses the Hermetic maxim “As above so below”. The crosses of dyed cedar root read both as pre-Christian glyphs and crucifixes. 

