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Doukhobor Woman’s Vest, date unknown


Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 1965.008.001. Gift of Mrs. Polly Padmoroff





Doukhobor Woman’s Apron, date unknown


Collection of Touchstones Nelson,1970.040.004. Gift of Mrs. Boolinoff.





Uzbek Rug, c. 1800, Uzbekistan 


This rug was made by the Uzbeks in present day Georgia and given to Vasilii Verigin when he and his family were leaving for Canada in 1899 as a farewell present. Vasilii was the older brother of Peter V. Verigin. Doukhobor rug making was learned from such Uzbeks and Turkish neighbours in Georgia.


Alex Ewashen, Creston, private collection








 Table with Bread, Salt & Water - made in Mission B.C. by John Vishloff,


c. 1950 


This hand made table is a replica of a table owned by Gregory Verigin, first Doukhobor author and Peter Verigin's younger brother. Bread, salt and water are traditional Doukhobor symbols denoting the staff of life, the essence of life and the spirit of life. These symbols are present at all Doukhobor functions and symbolize a warm welcome.


Larry Ewashen, Castlegar, private collection








Rug, made 1930s [?], the Kootenays


B.C. origin. Organic dye and wool. Maker and origin unknown, but typical of home made rugs.


Collection of The Doukhobor Discovery Centre 








Bread, Salt and Water, 1999  


 


Color Print of original painting by George Koochin                              





Gift of the U.S.C.C. Cultural Endeavors Committee








Helen Semenoff Rug, c. 1933, Stupnikoff Village, AB.


This is a hand loomed rug and denotes the influence of Canadian indigenous design as it evolved from the geometric patterns of the Georgian past to Canadian themes such as flowers. Some of the organic dyes were made from domestic and wild flowers and may have inspired some of the flower designs.


Alex Ewashen, Creston, private collection








Doukhobor Woman’s Homespun Blouse,


date unknown


Collection of Touchstones Nelson,1970.040.004. Gift of Mrs. Boolinoff.








Doukhobor Woman’s Homespun Skirt, 


date unknown


Collection of Touchstones Nelson,1970.040.069. Gift of Mrs. Boolinoff.








Spinning Wheel - made in B.C., c. 1920


This spinning wheel is typical of those made by the Doukhobors in Canada, only a few came from Russia due to space limitations. In earlier days, the pieces were fashioned on a foot powered lathe. This particular spinning wheel originated from Mrs. Nichvalodoff of Creston (now 88 years old). 


This spinning wheel is accompanied by balls of wool and hemp, some dyed in preparation for cloth making. Some garments were dyed (and re-dyed due to fading) after they were completed. These are placed in hand made baskets (c. 1920s) which were generally made from willow branches.


Collection of The Doukhobor Discovery Centre 








Astrakhan-trimmed Woman’s Jacket, 


date unknown





Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 1970.040.038. Gift of Mrs. Boolinoff











Wooden Dining Chair, date unknown





Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 1985.118.001














Ewashen Rug, 1922, Stupnikoff Village, AB.


Also known as the Riley Place, this was one of the Christian Community of Universal Brotherhood villages in Alberta which in total encompassed 16,000 acres, basically trading horses and hay for fruit and flour as part of the internal workings of the commune. This rug was made by Mrs. Jacob Ewashen, with assistance from her daughter Helen. This is a good example of transition patterns between Moslem geometric patterns and Canadian wildlife themes. 


Alex Ewashen, Creston, private collection





Man’s Winter Hood





Woolen hood made of hand-woven, homespun twill, with black linen braid trim and red and cream coloured linen lining.  Doukhobor textile authority Dorothy K. Burnham suggests that these garments were “connected particularly with men who had served period of exile in Siberia” 





Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 1965.020.001   








Hooked Woolen Rug, 1952





Rug made by the Doukhobor ladies of Krestova, B.C. in February of 1952 as a gift for Stefan Sorokin (spiritual leader) from the Christian Community of Reformed Doukhobors. The rug is hand spun wool and hand dyed with think pile and a heavy cloth backing. Russian inscription reads (in English) “In Honour of Our Spiritual Leader, S.S. Sorokin, February 1952”. The design features an Eagle trying to rob a Magpie’s nest. In Russian ‘Soroka’ is ‘magpie’, the magpie is defending his nest. This refers to the attempt the Reformed Doukhobors were making to move to Uruguay under Sorokin’s leadership. 





Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 2007.026.001. Gift of the Christian Community of Reformed Doukhobors








Hand Hooked Rug, c 1940s





Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 2006.043.001. Gift of Mr. Steve White








Hand Made Wooden Chair, date unknown





Collection of Touchstones Nelson,1985.145.001. Gift of Mary Pictin.








Ball of Wool, c. 1920s





Collection of The Doukhobor Discovery Centre








Stitched Rug, Kootenays, 1930s


Stitched rug made with embroidery technique, most likely for a child's room


Alex Ewashen, private collection








Video made in conjunction with 


The Doukhobor Heritage Interpretation


Rug Display exhibition, 1999


At the Doukhobor Village Museum.











