Uzbek Rug, c. 1800, Uzbekistan 

This rug was made by the Uzbeks in present day Georgia and given to Vasilii Verigin when he and his family were leaving for Canada in 1899 as a farewell present. Vasilii was the older brother of Peter V. Verigin. Doukhobor rug making was learned from such Uzbeks and Turkish neighbours in Georgia.
Alex Ewashen, Creston, private collection

Ewashen Rug, 1922, Stupnikoff Village, AB.

Also known as the Riley Place, this was one of the Christian Community of Universal Brotherhood villages in Alberta which in total encompassed 16,000 acres, basically trading horses and hay for fruit and flour as part of the internal workings of the commune. This rug was made by Mrs. Jacob Ewashen, with assistance from her daughter Helen. This is a good example of transition patterns between Moslem geometric patterns and Canadian wildlife themes. 

Alex Ewashen, Creston, private collection
Helen Semenoff Rug, c. 1933, Stupnikoff Village, AB.
This is a hand loomed rug and denotes the influence of Canadian indigenous design as it evolved from the geometric patterns of the Georgian past to Canadian themes such as flowers. Some of the organic dyes were made from domestic and wild flowers and may have inspired some of the flower designs.
Alex Ewashen, Creston, private collection

Camel Bag - made in Georgia, 1800s, from hemp cloth.
This bag denotes Moslem design and was possibly made by neighbours of the Doukhobors in Georgia. Brought by the Doukhobors in 1899, its durable material allowed continued use as a saddle bag in Canada.

Collection of The Doukhobor Discovery Centre 

Spinning Wheel - made in B.C., c. 1920

This spinning wheel is typical of those made by the Doukhobors in Canada, only a few came from Russia due to space limitations. In earlier days, the pieces were fashioned on a foot powered lathe. This particular spinning wheel originated from Mrs. Nichvalodoff of Creston (now 88 years old). 

This spinning wheel is accompanied by balls of wool and hemp, some dyed in preparation for cloth making. Some garments were dyed (and re-dyed due to fading) after they were completed. These are placed in hand made baskets (c. 1920s) which were generally made from willow branches.

Collection of The Doukhobor Discovery Centre 

Table with Bread, Salt & Water - made in Mission B.C. by John Vishloff,
c. 1950 
This hand made table is a replica of a table owned by Gregory Verigin, first Doukhobor author and Peter Verigin's younger brother. Bread, salt and water are traditional Doukhobor symbols denoting the staff of life, the essence of life and the spirit of life. These symbols are present at all Doukhobor functions and symbolize a warm welcome.

Larry Ewashen, Castlegar, private collection
Rug, made 1930s [?], the Kootenays
B.C. origin. Organic dye and wool. Maker and origin unknown, but typical of home made rugs.

Collection of The Doukhobor Discovery Centre 

Funeral Shawl, Kootenays, date & origin unknown

A rare shawl, made not as a square as a triangle, most likely worn only at funerals, excellent condition because of that, excellent embroidery and fringe. The Doukhobors were skilled at 'both sides good' embroidery.

Collection of The Doukhobor Discovery Centre 
Stitched Rug, Grand Forks, 1920s

Stitched rugs were rare since they were essentially decorative rather than utilitarian. This excellent piece was made by Nastasia Zebroff using embroidery technique on a hand made hemp sack or early potato sack. Natural wool vegetable dyes. Such small decorative rugs were most likely made as keepsakes or presents for children or grandchildren.

Collection of The Doukhobor Discovery Centre 

Stitched Rug, Kootenays, 1930s

Stitched rug made with embroidery technique, most likely for a child's room

Alex Ewashen, private collection
Doukhobor Woman’s Vest, date unknown
Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 1965.008.001. Gift of Mrs. Polly Padmoroff

Doukhobor Woman’s Apron, date unknown
Collection of Touchstones Nelson,1970.040.004. Gift of Mrs. Boolinoff.

Doukhobor Woman’s Homespun Blouse,

date unknown

Collection of Touchstones Nelson,1970.040.004. Gift of Mrs. Boolinoff.

Doukhobor Woman’s Homespun Skirt, 
date unknown

Collection of Touchstones Nelson,1970.040.069. Gift of Mrs. Boolinoff.

Hand Hooked Rug, c 1940s

Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 2006.043.001. Gift of Mr. Steve White
Hand Made Wooden Chair, date unknown

Collection of Touchstones Nelson,1985.145.001. Gift of Mary Pictin.

Ball of Wool, c. 1920s

Collection of The Doukhobor Discovery Centre

Hooked Woolen Rug, 1952
Rug made by the Doukhobor ladies of Krestova, B.C. in February of 1952 as a gift for Stefan Sorokin (spiritual leader) from the Christian Community of Reformed Doukhobors. The rug is hand spun wool and hand dyed with think pile and a heavy cloth backing. Russian inscription reads (in English) “In Honour of Our Spiritual Leader, S.S. Sorokin, February 1952”. The design features an Eagle trying to rob a Magpie’s nest. In Russian ‘Soroka’ is ‘magpie’, the magpie is defending his nest. This refers to the attempt the Reformed Doukhobors were making to move to Uruguay under Sorokin’s leadership. 

Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 2007.026.001. Gift of the Christian Community of Reformed Doukhobors
Man’s Winter Hood
Woolen hood made of hand-woven, homespun twill, with black linen braid trim and red and cream coloured linen lining.  Doukhobor textile authority Dorothy K. Burnham suggests that these garments were “connected particularly with men who had served period of exile in Siberia” 

Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 1965.020.001   
Handmade Carder
Carder handmade from one piece of wood.  The handle is long and flat, designed to be sat on while the two grooves at the top of the comb fit hold the legs for support while  pulling the fibre through the comb
Collection of Touchstones Nelson 1965.024.003  Gift of Mr. Mike Davidoff.

Video made in conjunction with 

The Doukhobor Heritage Interpretation

Rug Display exhibition, 1999

At the Doukhobor Village Museum.

Running time: approx. 28 min.

Please push play if video is not running or ask reception for assistance.

Bread, Salt and Water, 1999  

Color Print of original painting by George Koochin                              

Gift of the U.S.C.C. Cultural Endeavors Committee

Doukhobor Gathering at Glade, B.C. 

Opening of the new cable system over the Kootenay River, c. 1920.  Doukhobor leader Peter (Lordly) Verigin 1 is the 2nd man from the left, wearing a dark suit.   

Touchstones Nelson photo: # 2003.081.001.  Gift of Alanna Petrusich

Man’s Winter Hood, date unknown

Woolen hood made of hand-woven, homespun twill, with black linen braid trim and red and cream coloured linen lining.  Doukhobor textile authority Dorothy K. Burnham suggests that these garments were “connected particularly with men who had served period of exile in Siberia” 

Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 1965.020.001   
Hooked Woolen Rug, 1952

Rug made by the Doukhobor ladies of Krestova, B.C. in February of 1952 as a gift for Stefan Sorokin (spiritual leader) from the Christian Community of Reformed Doukhobors. The rug is hand spun wool and hand dyed with think pile and a heavy cloth backing. Russian inscription reads (in English) “In Honour of Our Spiritual Leader, S.S. Sorokin, February 1952”. The design features an Eagle trying to rob a Magpie’s nest. In Russian ‘Soroka’ is ‘magpie’, the magpie is defending his nest. This refers to the attempt the Reformed Doukhobors were making to move to Uruguay under Sorokin’s leadership. 

Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 2007.026.001. Gift of the Christian Community of Reformed Doukhobors

Wooden Dining Chair, date unknown

Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 1985.118.001

Astrakhan-trimmed Woman’s Jacket, 

date unknown
Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 1970.040.038. Gift of Mrs. Boolinoff

Hand-woven Rug of Assorted Materials

Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 1957.014.003. Gift of Mrs. W.J. Shukin

Table with Bread, Salt & Water - made in Mission B.C. by John Vishloff,
c. 1950 
This hand made table is a replica of a table owned by Gregory Verigin, first Doukhobor author and Peter Verigin's younger brother. Bread, salt and water are traditional Doukhobor symbols denoting the staff of life, the essence of life and the spirit of life. These symbols are present at all Doukhobor functions and symbolize a warm welcome.

Larry Ewashen, Castlegar, private collection
Rug, made 1930s (?), the Kootenays
B.C. origin. Organic dye and wool. Maker and origin unknown, but typical of home made rugs.

Collection of The Doukhobor Discovery Centre 

Women Preparing Food at the Verigin -Relkoff Wedding, June 29, 1953
Wedding celebrations were held in both Brilliant and Grand Forks for John J. Verigin (leader of the Orthodox Doukhobors and a direct descendent of Peter (the Lordly) Verigin and Laura Relkoff, daughter of Mr & Mrs. Peter J. Relkoff of Brilliant. Over 900 guests were received and fed at each gathering.  

Touchstones Nelson photo# 2008.023.002.   

Stevens Studio Fonds.  

Head Scarf, date unknown

Collection of Touchstones Nelson
Men’s Sashes, date unknown

Wool sashes with fringe at either end, multicoloured and striped.

Collection of Touchstones Nelson
Women Preparing Food at the Verigin -Relkoff Wedding, June 29, 1953
Wedding celebrations were held in both Brilliant and Grand Forks for John J. Verigin (leader of the Orthodox Doukhobors and a direct descendent of Peter (the Lordly) Verigin and Laura Relkoff, daughter of Mr & Mrs. Peter J. Relkoff of Brilliant. Over 900 guests were received and fed at each gathering.  

Touchstones Nelson photo# 2008.023.002.   

Stevens Studio Fonds.  

Head Scarf, date unknown

Collection of Touchstones Nelson
Doukhobor Handicraft Exhibition, 

c. 1950
Two photographs taken at an exhibition of Doukhobor handwork at the Nelson Civic Centre, c. 1950.  The man has been identified as Mr. Bill Gevatkoff, the women have not yet been identified..  

Touchstones Nelson photo #1985.271.004 and .012. 

Funeral Shawl, Kootenays, date & origin unknown

A rare shawl, made not as a square as a triangle, most likely worn only at funerals, excellent condition because of that, excellent embroidery and fringe. The Doukhobors were skilled at 'both sides good' embroidery.

Collection of The Doukhobor Discovery Centre 
Textile-Working Tools and Equipment

Top Shelf
Hand-operated sewing machine and large spool of heavy thread.
Touchstones Nelson Collection
Painted and turned wooden spool holder stand and thread spools

Collection of the Doukhobor Discovery Centre  

Bottom Shelf
Shuttles used to carry the threads across the warp of the fabric strung on a loom for the weaving process.    

Small carved wooden shuttle with two bobbins
Touchstones Nelson collection 

Larger carved wooden shuttle (1 bobbin)

Collection of The Doukhobor Discovery Centre 

Wool Carders
Two examples of wool carders used to straighten and comb fibres taken from the fleece before spinning them into yarn.
Touchstones Nelson Collection

 Cast metal spool holder stand, with unpainted thread spools

 Touchstones Nelson collection

Case of Flax, c. 1920, Kootenays

Along with a case of other grains, this chest of flax was kept in Peter Verigin's room. The making of hemp and linen cloth was labour intensive but economical. The flax also provided linseed oil which had a variety of uses, from frying food to polishing floors.

Collection of The Doukhobor Discovery Centre
Video made in conjunction with 

The Doukhobor Heritage Interpretation

Rug Display exhibition, 1999

At the Doukhobor Village Museum.

Running time: approx. 28 min.

Please push play if video is not running or ask reception for assistance.

Stitched Rug, Grand Forks, 1920s

Stitched rugs were rare since they were essentially decorative rather than utilitarian. This excellent piece was made by Nastasia Zebroff using embroidery technique on a hand made hemp sack or early potato sack. Natural wool vegetable dyes. Such small decorative rugs were most likely made as keepsakes or presents for children or grandchildren.

Collection of The Doukhobor Discovery Centre 

Decorative Detail 
on Doukhobor Textiles
Textiles were expertly decorated with traditional and modern
designs executed in crocheted or knitted wool or linen, wool
stichery techniques, fine silk embroidery, and with various
cutwork and appliqué methods such as “hardanger”, samples
of which are shown here.

All artefacts Touchstones Nelson Collection 

Doukhobor Iron

Linens were washed and while still wet were wound around the wooden rod, and the rod then pressed with the grooved paddle to drain out the water.  The almost dry fabric was then unwound from the rod straight and without wrinkles and hung to dry.

Touchstones Nelson collection Acc # 1965.018.002. Gift of Mr. M. Nichvolodoff 

Decorative Detail on Doukhobor Textiles

Textiles were expertly decorated with traditional and modern designs executed in crocheted or knitted wool or linen, wool stichery techniques, fine silk embroidery, and with various cutwork and appliqué methods such as “hardanger”, samples of which are shown here in this case.  .

All artifacts shown are from the Touchstones Nelson Collection 

Cossack Horse Blanket with Saddle Bags

Hand-woven woolen saddle blanket with unfastened saddlebags at each end.  The bag was created by folding the blanket ends over and tying them to the main blanket with braided black ties, threaded through the cream-coloured loops.  The design is very old, and probably came with the Doukhobors from Russia.

Touchstones Nelson Collection. Acc# 1990.050.001   Gift of Heather (Erb) Clark

Hand-woven “Rag” Rug

New and/or recycled materials of various types and colours were woven onto a black warp to make this traditional rag rug which was used alternately as a floor covering or spread over a bed during the day.

Touchstones Nelson Collection Acc#1957.014.003  Gift of Mrs. W.J. Shukin

Hooked Woolen Rug, 1952

Rug made by the Doukhobor ladies of Krestova, B.C. in February of 1952 as a gift for Stefan Sorokin (spiritual leader) from the Christian Community of Reformed Doukhobors. The rug is hand spun wool and hand dyed with thick pile and a heavy cloth backing. Russian inscription reads (in English) “In Honour of Our Spiritual Leader, S.S. Sorokin, February 1952”. 
Collection of Touchstones Nelson, 2007.026.001. Gift of the Christian Community of Reformed Doukhobors

Woollen Stockings

Hand-knitted from home-spun wool, knee-length women’s stockings were worn under the traditional gathered woollen skirts and padded vests during the harsh winters in both Russia and Canada.  Some of the stockings were made with  plain tops; others have a border of up to an inch of knitted lace. 

Touchstones Nelson Collection Acc# 1970.040.050

